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of the new Foundation by Briefs, and in the last-named year blessed the
holy Founder in a private audience. On 3rd June, 1863, the Rule was
again approved for ten years. In 1895, Leo XIII made the approval
perpetual.
The first members of the Society were Pfere de Cuers and Pfere
Champion. In 1862 a novitiate was formed, and since that time the
Society has spread throughout Europe, and to both North and South
America. Though the houses in France were closed, 1900, the Perpetual
Adoration is still carried on in the Chapel of the Society in Paris by large
numbers of devout persons, day and night. Ever since its foundation, the
Order of the Blessed Sacrament, as it is popularly called, has paid great
attention to the literary side of the apostolate. Books, magazines, and
pamphlets in ever-increasing abundance have continued to come forth,
all having for object the spread of the knowledge of, and devotion towards,
Our Lord's real and substantial Presence in the Blessed Eucharist. Two
years after the foundation of the Society of the Blessed Sacrament, Pfere
Eymardj assisted by Mere Margaret of the Blessed Sacrament, and with the
approval of the Archbishop of Paris (Cardinal Morlot), founded the " Servants
of the Most Blessed Sacrament" for women, canonically erected into a
Congregation by Pius IX on 2ist July, 1871. The nuns by Rule are
bound to make three visits to the Blessed Sacrament daily, and, in addition
to other good works, the various Communities throughout the world
assist poor churches by presents of vestments. The Mother-house is in
Angers, and part of the Rule of the nuns, who are cloistered, is the
recitation of the divine office in choir. From the first, Pere Eymard
was untiring in reminding his spiritual daughters that the Blessed Virgin
and the holy women prayed in the Cenacle for the success of the Apostles
in their preaching, and that they, the nuns, by their lives of prayer before
the Holy Eucharist were extending the work of the Church. On another
occasion he said in an address to the same Religious: " You will honour
the Blessed Virgin in her Eucharistic life. It is a crown which you will
place on her head. Until now, she has been honoured in all the mysteries
of her life, but no one has thought of honouring her in the Cenacle. This
is because the Eucharistic reign of Our Lord has not yet come. I mean
the reign which is gaining strength and spreading, and which is the special
grace of our day. It is the Eucharist which should make Our Lord reign
over the world, and it is you above all, who should have the spirit of this
royal devotion to the Blessed Sacrament."
In addition to the founding of the Congregations already named, P&re
Eymard also established two other pious works in connection with the
same subject. The first of these is the Priests' Eucharistic League, the
members of which pledge themselves to spend as far as possible a con-